Back from the holiday, are any of you are still looking for ideas on how to address matters that underlie the killing of Michael Brown and the social upheaval resulting from the grand juries determination last week in Saint Louis county?
If you tweet,  a number of academics have been sharing classroom ideas under the hashtag of  #FergusonSyllabus. 
And the Chronicle of Higher Education has a recurrent opinion thread called, “The Conversation.”  On November 25, 2014    David M. Perry  (an assistant professor of History) published an essay there titled   #FergusonSyllabus . There have been 108 interesting comments.  http://chronicle.com/blogs/conversation/2014/11/25/fergusonsyllabus/
Other associated threads:
http://sociologistsforjustice.org/ferguson-syllabus/ 
http://college.georgetown.edu/collegenews/the-ferguson-syllabus.html 
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/education/2014/09/ferguson_and_college_education_sociology_and_history_professors_teach_the.html 
http://www.readmorewritemorethinkmorebemore.com/2014/08/ferguson-syllabus-for-philosophers.html 
http://karenzgoda.org/2014/11/29/fergusonsyllabus-resources/ 
http://socialworksynergy.org/2014/08/27/on-ferguson-and-social-work/ 
Then there is this contrarian perspective from our friends at the (curiously named)  National Association of Scholars: http://www.nas.org/articles/teaching_ferguson    “the main thing in #Fergusonsyllabus is the perpetuation of one narrative: racism in America. It is a narrative in no danger of neglect in our schools, and not the only relevant one in this story.  Another way to see Ferguson is to view it as a consequence of American indulgence of identity politics nationwide. In school and college, students are encouraged to see bias everywhere…”  There, I’ve covered both sides now.
I’d propose that we’ve all things left to discover. Peace. But not too much.
Gary Bachman MSSW
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